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New well installation 
since 2008?            
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock 
Waste Management Specialist, UC 
Davis, Department of Animal Science

Many new wells have been 
installed throughout the Central 
Valley to address diminishing groundwater depths. 
Here are a few quick reminders about these wells 
and your Dairy General Order. 
First, be sure to include new wells on your facility 
map. Take water samples from them annually and 
include the results in your annual report. Second, if 
the pipelines for these wells connect anywhere in 
the system to a pipeline that carries liquid manure 
or fertilizer, then backflow prevention is required. 
Include a comment in the notes section of your 
next annual report to indicate there is a new well. 
If the new well uses the same backflow prevention 
measures as wells that have been previously certified 
by an expert (July, 2009), state that in the notes 
section. If a different method of backflow prevention 
is used, identify what that is and maintain a 
document from a certified specialist with your farm’s 
Waste Management Plan indicating the alternative 
backflow prevention method is appropriate. 

“Sustainability” Summit Will Help Farms Live On
Join more than 120 dairy farmers at the inaugural 
California Dairy Sustainability Summit
By Denise Mullinax, 
Assistant Director, CDQAP

Sustainability 
means more than 
simply protecting 
the environment. 
It’s about the ability 
of your facility to 
survive into the future. 
For dairy farmers, 
sustainability means 
making decisions today 
by considering how 
those choices will serve 
consumers, animals, the 
environment, and their families and communities well into the future. 
With California’s increasingly challenging environmental policies, 
this means carefully planning ahead and implementing cost-effective 
technologies and strategies.

That’s why the California dairy industry has united to host the 
first-ever California Dairy Sustainability Summit, to take place 
November 27-28 at the Sacramento Convention Center. More than 
400 people have registered to attend, including more than 120 
dairy producers. The two-day summit will highlight information, 
technology, and strategies that can support dairy farmers’ efforts to 
meet continuing challenges, further improve efficiency, and ensure 
economic and environmental sustainability. Speakers will include 
dairy farmers, state officials, technology providers, researchers, food 
and nutrition experts, and others. 

At this inaugural event, we will also celebrate what our industry has 
achieved to date. California's dairy farmers are truly world leaders 
in sustainable dairy farm practices. We will recognize succesful 
partnerships with researchers, state agencies, innovative companies, 
and non-governmental organizations. This will include a "milk 
toast" to the 20th-year-anniversary of the California Dairy Quality 
Assurance Program (CDQAP), the longest-running, successful dairy 
continuing education program in the country. We will continue 
to strengthen these valuable partnerships. We recognize our dairy 
farmers continue to face many challenges, so we must be diligent in 
finding cost-effective solutions that are good for the environment and 
can help sustain our family farms.

The California Dairy Sustainability Summit will bring together 
experts and visionary leaders, including dairy families who aim to 
pass their farms to the next generation. Attendees will be a part of 
the discussion, as California continues its efforts to lead the world in 
sustainable dairy farm practices. To see the full speaker agenda and 
to register, visit CADairySummit.com. Value registration rates will 
continue now through November 23. 

Remember your lagoons
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management 
Specialist, UC Davis, Department of Animal Science

As daylight hours get shorter, it’s time to take photos 
and check lagoons more regularly. From October 
through April, it’s important to be sure lagoons have 
ample storage capacity to hold rain and facility water 
without an unmanaged release of water. Weekly 
observations and documentation are important for 
both Central Valley and North Coast dairies. For 
facilities in the North Coast or San Francisco Bay 
area, now is the time to take lagoon photos, prior 
to winter rains, to demonstrate adequate storage 
capacity. Dairies in the Central Valley need to take 
photos of lagoons on or near the first of the month 
throughout the year. Remember to include the 
lagoon depth marker in the photos.

http://cdrf.org/2018/09/10/cdqap-ruminations-preventing-rural-crime-on-your-dairy/
http://cdrf.org/home/checkoff-investments/cdqap/
http://CADairySummit.com

