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Lagoon Maintenance at the Top of the List
Start preparing today for winter
Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management Specialist Dept. of Animal Science, 
UC Davis and UC ANR

Cooler nights are coming. Winter will be 
here before we know it! Line up lagoon 
maintenance today to prepare for winter.
Manage Freeboard

 ☐ Dairies in the Central Valley often use 
lagoon nutrients for early irrigation of the 
winter crop.

 ☐ Review challenges from last winter 
regarding liquid manure collection and 
storage.

 ☐ Conduct maintenance on pumps in 
settling basins, lagoons, and storage ponds.

 ☐ Check any spare pumps or parts that 
may be used in winter.

 ☐ Manage weeds (weed whack or mow) around ponds so visual 
evaluation is possible. Weed control is important. Weeds can impair 
structural integrity. As roots die and decay, spaces can provide paths 
for liquid flow (breaching).

 ☐ Evaluate pond banks for slope failures, rodent holes, and structural 
integrity. Manage pond banks as needed. Repair or implement a 
rodent control plan.

 ☐ Maintain freeboard 1’ for in ground and 2’ for above ground 
lagoons.

 ☐ Evaluate lagoon for slope failures, deterioration of any liner, 
cracking, rodent holes, tree or shrub growth near the sidewalls or 
any other activity that would lead to leakage.

 ☐ Dredge or bale ponds well before rains arrive. Use impermeable 
surface if available to temporarily stack manure solids. Keep this 
material away from sensitive areas (streams, creeks, and wellheads). 
Place on well packed soil or concrete if available.

 ☐ Minimize repeated year after year stacking of pond dredgings in the 
same area. 

 ☐ Divert upslope water away from solid manure stacking areas. 
No doubt, there are other items on your winterize list as well.

 ☐ Repair roofs, clean gutters, and downspouts if necessary.
 ☐ Locate flexible hosing and appropriate clamps for connections.
 ☐ Fill potholes in corrals or areas where solid manure is stored.

A few minutes spent evaluating what went wrong last year is a good way 
to prepare. Here’s to hoping everything goes right in the coming winter.  
The right amount of rain, over time with nothing too intense!

Dealing with Activist Trespass
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Director, CDQAP 

Animal liberation activists targeting dairies 
are becoming increasingly brazen. In August, 
milkbusiness.com reported that a Wisconsin 
dairy received a call from a woman claiming 
she was from USDA’s Animal Health 
Division, demanding access to the farm for a 
welfare audit. Similarly, in Wasco, California 
last year two activists wearing official-
looking “FAA” vests were flying a drone over 
a poultry operation near a dairy. As you might 
expect impersonating a federal employee is a 
federal offense, punishable with a fine of up 
to $10,000, imprisonment of up to five years 
or both. 
Livestock and poultry facilities have seen 
a dramatic increase in activist trespass, a 
problem producers typically don’t have much 
experience with. There’s a good chance that 
your employees (feeders, irrigators, and calf 
raisers) may be the first to notice trespassers 
and should be trained to immediately contact 
their supervisor, herdsman, or producer. 
CDQAP is developing a video to assist in 
that employee training. When a herdsman 
does approach trespassers, it can be useful 
to document the people, their activities, and 
license plates to share with your local sheriff. 
A comprehensive review on dealing with 
trespass and drones is also available at the 
CDQAP website. 

Dealing with Activist Trespassers
www.cdrf.org/2018/09/28/dealing-with-trespass-and-drones-on-
california-dairies/
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