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'Tis the Season of Spreading 
A few to-do's for when you're checking your list
Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management Specialist Dept. of Animal Science, UC 
Davis and UC ANR

It’s manure hauling season in California. As we 
transition from summer to fall,  corrals are being 
scraped, loaded, and hauled out. The feed center is 
winterized. This includes removing any moldy silage 
or residual solids that won’t be fed. Solids (dried 
manure and/or bedding from calves or special needs 
animals) are cleaned up. Solid manure is loaded and 
hauled to fields or off farms. Now is the window 
of opportunity to spread manure. Now is also the 
window of opportunity to grade corrals and refill and 
compact low spots. Carefully look at animal lots to be 
sure that, when rains come, runoff can be directed and 
then pumped or transferred to the dairy pond.  

Inspect corrals today. Take 17 minutes to drive around the dairy.
Pay special attention to:

 ☐ Fencing and posts
 ☐ Fenceline manure
 ☐ Stanchions/locking gates (if present)
 ☐ Areas where manure is collected
 ☐ Watering troughs
 ☐ Unslope areas where rain water may runoff and go through corrals
 ☐ Any areas where lot runoff should be collected. Make sure it's open and 

not plugged up by other materials.
 ☐ Grade, slope, and fill low spots in open lots

Perhaps your facilities Operation and Maintenance Plan has a list of things to 
remember to do before winter arrives. Remember that all manure leaving the 
production facility needs to be either manifested off farm, or records need to 
be maintained to show how much manure goes to each field. Consult Tab 6 of 
your Water Quality Regulatory Binder for North Coast, San Francisco Bay, or 
Central Valley regions, should you need record keeping templates.

Non-Dairy Feedlots, Sign Up 
Now for Monitoring Program
Join by November 22 to avoid fees. 

Under the Central Valley Water Board’s 
new Bovine General Order, non-dairy 
confined feeding operations must either 
install groundwater monitoring wells or 
join a Representative Monitoring Program 
(RMP). Such covered facilities include 
beef feedlots, calf ranches and stand-
alone dairy heifer ranches. For 10 years 
the Central Valley Dairy Representative 
Monitoring Program (CVDRMP) has 
provided a successful, voluntary RMP 
for Central Valley dairies and is now 
opening its membership to non-dairy 
cattle operators. Ranchers can learn 
more and join by visiting CVDRMP’s 
website (bovinermp.org) or contacting 
bovinermp@gmail.com. Sign up by 
November 22, 2019 to avoid late fees. 

Join Us at the California Dairy Sustainability Summit 
Early bird registration opens soon for the second California Dairy Sustainability Summit, 
to take place March 25-26, 2020, at Cal Expo in Sacramento. The Summit will showcase 
California's world-leading achievements, while promoting solutions to further improve 
the economic and environmental sustainability of family dairy farms. The California 
Dairy Quality Assurance Program is a proud host of the Summit along with Dairy Cares, 
California Dairy Research Foundation, California Milk Advisory Board and Dairy Council 
of California. At last year’s Summit, CDQAP also celebrated its 20th anniversary. To learn 
more about our two decades of service visit our anniversary webpage. To learn more about 

the Summit, and to register, visit www.CADairySummit.com.
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