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New FARM Animal Care Standards Start in 2020
Here's what you need to know. 
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veterinary Medicine and Director, CDQAP 

To reflect evolving practices and science, every 
three years the National Milk Producers Federation 
revises animal care standards for its Farmers Assuring 
Responsible Management (FARM) program. Starting 
January 1, 2020, program evaluators, usually 
processor field staff, will begin using the most recent 
version of the program, FARM 4.0. 
For many California producers, perhaps the biggest 
change will be the phasing in of pain management 
for cautery or paste disbudding. Producers will have 
three years to develop a program, which could include 
sedation, lidocaine nerve blocks, or anti-inflammatory 

medications. Because each of these strategies require the use of extra-label 
medications, any pain management program will have to be developed 
collaboratively with the herd veterinarian. These procedures, however, do not 
need to be performed by a veterinarian; dairy employees can implement them 
typically at very low cost, between 10¢ and 20¢ per calf. 
Organic producers should be reassured that USDA’s National Organic Program 
does allow the use of lidocaine and anti-inflammatory drugs. FARM program 
staff also reports that the Organic Valley cooperative is willing to work with its 
membership to incorporate the practices. 
While the new disbudding standard may be a transition for some producers, 
other new FARM standards will have minimal or no impact in California. For 
example, the state already meets the new FARM standard that will prohibit 
taildocking nationally. California implemented a statewide tail docking ban 
back in 2010. Similarly, a new requirement for exercise of “all age classes” 
should have minimal implications, as it does not apply to hutch calves that can 
stand up, turn around, and lay down in their hutches. 
Finally, annual training for employees working in specialized areas 
(stockmanship, calf care, non-ambulatory cows, euthanasia, and culling 
transport) has been expanded to family/owner staff. The FARM program 
is developing guidance as to what fulfills this training provision, but it will 
include a wide variety of options ranging from online videos, veterinary 
consultation, and shadowing experienced workers. In the coming months, 
this newsletter will be providing more specific information on how to most 
efficiently and economically comply with the new program requirements. 

Central Valley Water Quality 
Permits Will Change 
Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste 
Management Specialist Dept. of Animal Science, UC 
Davis and UC ANR

Changes to the Central Valley Dairy 
General Order will be coming probably 
in 2020 or 2021.Why? The Central Valley 
Dairy Representative Monitoring Program 
submitted its report and recommendations 
to the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board this past spring. In October, after 
more than a decade of public input and 
conversation, the Central Valley Salinity 
Alternatives for Long Term Sustainability 
(CV-SALTS) amendments were adopted 
by the State Water Resources Control 
Board. Together, these create a need for 
modifications to the Dairy General Order.
What can you expect? Modifications to the 
Dairy General Order will likely include 
additional options for those managing 
cows in areas where groundwater quality 
is impaired and additional monitoring and 
reporting requirements. 
Engage locally. Local Management Zones 
will be responsible for local solutions 
to provide clean drinking water where 
needed. This means dairy producers will 
want to be involved in these groups, 
to ensure least-cost options are being 
pursued. Groups will be formed in high-
priority zones first. 
Watch for further 
information from 
your trusted dairy 
information sources. 
CDQAP will provide 
educational materials 
as needed.

Reminders
• North Coast dairies submit Notice of Intent by November 30, 2019.
• San Francisco Bay dairies submit your Annual Report and your certification of Nutrient Management Plan 

Completion by November 30, 2019.
• Full-coverage bovine operations (heifer lots and feedlots) can join the Bovine Representative Monitoring Program 

by November 22, 2019, to avoid late fees.

https://nationaldairyfarm.com/farm-animal-care-version-4-0/
https://eorganic.org/node/732
http://www.bovinermp.org/index.html

