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Summer is the Time for 
Preparation 
Deanne Meyer, Ph.D. 
Livestock Waste Management 
Specialist, Department of 
Animal Science, University of 
California, Davis, UC ANR 

 

Now is the perfect time to reflect 
on the winter of water and identify 
areas on the dairy for 
improvement.  Take just ten 
minutes to think about how the 
cows, employees, and facility 

weathered this last winter.  The 
following list serves as a starting 
point as you think about your 
facility: 
    
✓ Scrape and pile any residual 

winter manure left in corrals 

✓ Remove manure from 

locations where it was 
stockpiled for temporary 
storage 

✓ Regrade/fill roads, corrals, 
feed storage and access areas 
as needed 

✓ Maintain gutters and identify 
availability of flexible piping to 
divert clean water from pond               

✓ Maintain generator(s)  
✓ Adjust up-slope areas to 

prevent run-on from entering 

animal and feed areas 
✓ Evaluate corral runoff 

collection system and modify 
if needed 

✓ Ensure pond depth marker is 
visible  

✓ Maintain property, field, and 

lagoon berms and sidewalls 
✓ Review your Nutrient 

Management Plan   
 
The dry months of summer are 
the best months to prepare for 
winter rains.  Now is a great time 

to prepare for whenever the next 
wave Mother Nature sends our 
way arrives. The best defense is a 
good offense!

Working on Updating Your Animal Care Program for FARM 3.0? 
CDQAP is Teaming Up with Beef Quality Assurance to Offer Help! 
 

As most producers are aware, FARM Version 3.0 went into effect starting this 

year.  Your processor most likely has communicated the changes in the program, 

but to re-cap, the largest changes for California dairies include having a signed 

Veterinarian Client Patient Relationship (VCPR) agreement with your veterinarian 

and ensuring that all dairy employees that work with animals sign Dairy Cattle 

Care Ethics and Training Agreements.  Specifically, each employee needs to be 

trained in dairy cattle stockmanship and in specific animal care protocols for their 

work area.  These changes to FARM provide higher accountability and help 

document continuous on-farm improvement, strengthening the program’s ability 

to address supply chain customer and consumer questions regarding the many 

activities conducted to take good care of cows every day. Dairy producers will 

need to have these documents in place for their next FARM evaluation. 

CDQAP can help!  There are many ways for producers to provide training to 

employees. When it comes to handling animals, nothing beats good old- 

fashioned hands-on training.  CDQAP has teamed up with Beef Quality Assurance 

to offer a “train-the-trainer” class for producers and/or their herdsman looking for 

assistance in developing an 

effective ongoing employee 

training program for their 

dairy. It’s one thing to know 

how to handle animals; it’s 

another thing to be able to 

effectively teach another 

person how to handle 

animals.  This training 

course will highlight online 

training tools available and 

important adult teaching 

methods; provide sample 

training program outlines; 

and offer hands-on training 

drills in common dairy cattle 

handling situations. 

Whether you’re developing 

a program to review 

handling protocols with 

seasoned employees or to 

train new employees, it is 

critical that all understand the expected animal handling methods for your dairy. 

Biosecurity: Protecting Cows After the Fair 
With fair season in full swing, it is a good time to review procedures for protecting 
your herd from disease. A bare minimum precaution to take when your show 
animals return to your farm, is to isolate and monitor them for a minimum of 30 
days, ideally 300 yards from other animals and traffic lanes. To learn more about 
health precautions for fair animals and implementing biosecurity programs visit 
CDQAP’s biosecurity webpage.

CDQAP – BQA 

Stockmanship Training Plan 

Development Class 
 

Wednesday, August 23rd 

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  

in Modesto 
(lunch to follow)   

*This is a pilot class.  Participants are limited 

to 25 dairy producers and/or herdsmen.  

To participate and receive dairy location info, 

RSVP to Eventbrite at http://bit.ly/cdqap-bqa 

For questions contact Denise Mullinax at (209) 

585-6744 or mullinax@cdrf.org. 

http://cdrf.org/2015/05/14/cdqap-ruminations-dairy-biosecurity-your-bottom-line/
http://bit.ly/cdqap-bqa

