
 

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation. The collaborative partnership provides education and  
certification support for the California dairy industry.  For more information visit us at www.cdqa.org or call (209) 690-8255. 

 

CDQAP Quality Assurance Update  
May, 2017 Newsletter 
 

Expanded Milk Tetracycline 
Testing to Start Later this Spring 
The National Conference on 
Interstate Milk Shipments 
(NCIMS) has announced 

implementation of a FDA-NCIMS 
pilot program, expanding milk 
tanker 

testing for 
antibiotics 
beyond the 

penicillin 
class, here 
in California 
as well as in other states. On    
July 1st processors will be testing  
tankers for the tetracycline family 
of antibiotics. CDQAP will monitor 

the program and provide 
producers with information on how 
to best avoid milk quality issues.     
 

 
Environmental Stewardship 
Short Course (ESSC) and     

Air Quality Core Class   
Offered This Spring 

Class hours can be used to meet 
CDQAP Environmental Certification 

education requirements. 
 

ESSC Water Quality Classes 
Tuesday, June 6th  

Class 1: 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
Class 2: 1 to 4 p.m. 

 
Air Quality Core Class 
Wednesday, June 7th 

10 a.m. to Noon 
 
Both classes will be held at the 
Stanislaus County Agricultural 
Center Stanislaus Building, “HI” 
Room, 3800 Cornucopia Way in 
Modesto.  

 
 

Questions & Answers on the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)                  
– the New Medicated Feed Rule 

By Dr. Michael Payne 
 
On January 1st of this year a new federal rule went into effect requiring that the 
herd veterinarian provide a Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) order whenever a 
“medically important antibiotic” is added to feed or milk replacer. 
 

What does that mean in plain terms? Antibiotics used in human medicine will 
still be available for use in feed and water on the farm, but they will no longer be 
available over-the-counter. 

 
Why was this new rule created? Feeding antibiotics to animals is one of the 
fastest ways stimulate drug resistance in animals’ gut bacteria, resistance which 

can spread to humans. This new rule was developed in order to increase 
veterinary oversight and limit antibiotic use in feeds to just what is needed to 
treat and prevent disease in livestock. The rule attempts to “catch up” animal 
agriculture to efforts already taking place in human medicine. In California there 
are extensive doctor-patient education programs and hospitals are mandated to 
have programs minimizing antibiotic resistance.   
 

What drugs are and are not covered under the new rule? The rule covers 
antibiotics which the FDA has determined to be important in human medicine. 
This includes, but is not limited to, the penicillin family, tetracyclines, lincomycin, 
tylosin, tilmicosin and the “sulfa drugs”. Some of the tradenames not covered 
under the VFD rule are Rumensin® for milk production efficiency, Bovatec®, 
Deccox® and Corid® for coccidiosis prevention and control, Safe-Guard® for 

internal parasite control and Bloat Guard® for bloat prevention.  

 
How will the new rule effect dairy producers? The most noticeable change 
for producers will be having to obtain a VFD order for the use of medicated milk 
replacer or use of antibiotics in feed to address disease conditions of young-stock 
like an outbreak of respiratory disease.   
 
Specifically, will medicated milk replacers still be available? A herd 

veterinarian can prepare a VFD order for a milk replacer containing 
oxytetracycline and/or neomycin. It has however become difficult to locate a 
California feed company that is filling orders for medicated milk replacer.  
 
What if I can’t find a company to fill a medicated replacer order? Livestock 
producers can work with their vet to purchase a “Type B” product for mixing into 

replacer on the farm.  Scours treatments for individual calves would also be 
available through the herd veterinarian.   

 
Can we expect other regulatory changes for livestock medications? Yes, 
these changes in federal law are separate from changes in California state law 
which become effective January 1, 2018. CDQAP will partner with the Department 
of Food and Agriculture will partner to help producers prepare for those changes. 

 
Where can I get more information about the VFD rule? For a quick, 
understandable review producers might start by watching the 7-minute video 
from the FDA. CDQAP has also created a webpage which covers VFD compliance 
in depth and contains links to other resources.

 

http://www.cdqa.org/
http://ncims.org/programs/appendix-n-pilot-program/
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/SafetyHealth/AnimalFeedSafetySystemAFSS/ucm529868.htm
http://cdrf.org/2016/12/12/cdqap-ruminations-efficient-compliance-new-medicated-feed-rules/

