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Planning for Dairy Emergencies             
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veterinary Medicine and Director, CDQAP

An endless parade of issues competes daily for a producer’s attention. 
With herd checks, feed deliveries, and equipment maintenance, 
it seems like there’s simply never enough time to plan for an 
emergency. Then, on some random afternoon there's a hot tank, a 
power failure, or an employee injury. Major crisis don’t happen 
frequently, but when they do, they uproot our lives. 
Producers are already familiar with some 
emergency planning. CDQAP provides 
guidance for emergency sampling of 
manure discharges, resulting from storm 
events. Similarly, the industry is aware 
that CDFA is constructing detailed plans 
for product movement in the event 
of a Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 
outbreak. Until those plans are ready to 
be distributed, CDQAP created a FMD 
Emergency Response Plan and a quick 
FMD response checklist.
Last year when Central Valley producers 
faced flooding, CDQAP distributed a dairy-specific emergency flood 
evacuation checklist, which had been reviewed by state regulatory 
agencies. The checklist was accompanied by a full-color brochure 
describing how livestock owners can prepare, respond and recover 
from a flooding event. 
This year, with assistance from the FBI and local sheriffs, CDQAP 
developed guidance on how to deal with trespassers and drones on 
dairies, an area of increasing concern. The National Farmers Assure 
Responsible Management (FARM) animal care program required 
an emergency response plan, and CDQAP developed a two-page 
template for all-hazards disaster planning. All of these forms, 
guidance documents, and web pages contain important and useful 
information. 
More recently, the California Milk Advisory Board has partnered 
with national Dairy Management Inc. to create a more comprehensive 
workbook to help producers prepare for a crisis on their farm. 
Producers can obtain a copy of the workbook and seek help with 
filling it out by contacting CMAB’s Director of Communications, 
Jennifer Giambroni at jgiambroni@cmab.net.

Reducing stress to avoid wrecks
Emergency manure management plans
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management 
Specialist, UC Davis, Department of Animal Science

Updating your 
Emergency Manure 
Management Plan 
is key to being 
prepared for a 
manure management 
problem.  Dairy 
producers manage 
manure to 
prevent off-site discharges. Yet, every so often 
an emergency does occur. In the words of Yogi 
Berra, the best defense is a good offense. Your 
Emergency Manure Management Plan is part of 
your offense. It’s been 20 years since we had our 
first Environmental Stewardship Short Courses 
in California, where dairy producers started 
developing their own written Emergency Manure 
Management Plan. 

Now is the time to review your dairy’s plan to 
be sure all contact information and equipment 
identifications are current. What equipment do you 
need if liquid manure is discharged from a field, 
a pond is breached, or manure runs-off from the 
production area? Is all equipment identified along 
with phone numbers and contact individuals? For 
farm equipment, do employees know where keys 
are kept? (This is important, considering enhanced 
farm security to deter thieves). Does your plan 
contain your nutrient management consultant’s 
contact information? Do you have the right contact 
for emergency services?

In addition to stopping the manure release, there 
are a few other preparations to make. Care for 
employees and cattle to be sure they are safe.  
You’ll also need to identify options available to 
control the manure. Where is available soil, a 
generator, and flexible hosing (should they be 
needed)? Identify how much manure was released. 
Clean up the spill and make repairs to prevent 
future spills. Lastly, you’ll want to contact your 
Regional Water Quality Control Board staff 
to report the spill and comply with regulatory 
reporting requirements.

An Emergency Manure Management Plan provides 
a road map for your management team should you 
need it. Let’s hope your management team has a 
stellar plan that is never needed!

News Alert: Remember your lagoons
By Denise Mullinax, Assistant Director, CDQAP

Be sure to keep manure water management high on the radar during 
the rainy season! Storage ponds should have adequate capacity 
to handle storm runoff, berms at the ends of fields in good repair, 
and nutrient water applied at rates consistent with your Nutrient 
Management Plan (NMP). Prevent standing water in corrals, fields 
and feed storage areas. Regional Water Quality Control Board staff 
are anticipated to be out to conduct rainy-time management checks 
and NMP verifications.
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