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Checklist for Heavy Storms and Flooding Risk
Tackle weather challenges, big 
and small, with this helpful list

Prior to the storm
 ☐ Evaluate pond storage capacity. 
 ☐ Pile, remove and haul, or cover solid 

manure from corrals; fill low spots.
 ☐ Check gutters, down spouts, attach 

flexible hose if needed.
 ☐ Test backup generator under load & ensure an adequate fuel supply.  
 ☐ Move heavy/expensive equipment such as trucks, tractors, and ATVs 

out of flood-prone areas.
 ☐ Backup critical records to cloud storage or a portable storage device. 
 ☐ Consult veterinarian about potential Clostridial (Blackleg) 

vaccination of pastured cattle. 
 ☐ If well head inundation is likely, cover and seal the well cap and 

casing with plastic sheeting and duct tape.
 ☐ Repair dry-lot cow paths to the feed lane and waterers with fill 

material (gravel, road-base, wood chips). 
 ☐ Protect animal drugs, fertilizers, pesticides, seeds and feed, hay and grain.   
 ☐ For facilities with high flooding potential, make arrangements for 

relocation site(s). Ideally, this is a local dairy allowing uninterrupted 
milking, but may require other sites such as fairgrounds, sale barns, 
or feedlots. 

 ☐ Confirm that insurance policies are current. Check the fine print.  

During the storm
 ☐ Monitor weather advisories. Accurate news sources include your county’s 

Office of Emergency Management website and NOAA radio broadcasts.
 ☐ Visually monitor local watercourses, dams, and public & private 

levees which could threaten your facility.
 ☐ Monitor your facility for off-site discharges. 
 ☐ If an off-site discharge occurs, report the incident to your water 

protection agencies within 24 hours. During non-business hours, 
leave a voice mail. Record and sample as required under your 
discharge permit. 

 ☐ Should evacuation be required, refer to CDQAP’s evacuation checklist. 

After the storm
 ☐ Perform an initial survey of damage with photographs or video 

footage for insurance claims submission. 
 ☐ Retrain milkers regarding pre-milking teat prep to prevent 

environmental mastitis outbreaks. Closely monitor milk quality.
 ☐ Survey feed for damage, especially molds, which can both sicken 

animals and make meat and milk, unsalable for human consumption.
 ☐ If a wellhead was inundated and the well seal breached, have the well 

water tested. 
 ☐ If an off-site discharge occurred, file an incident report (within two 

weeks for the Central Valley).
 ☐ Reevaluate fly control and increase prevention steps if needed.  

Western Dairy Management 
Conference: Feb 26 - 28
The premier dairy management conference 
will be held February 26 - 28, 2019 in Reno. 
Pre-conference meetings will be held on the 
25th. A great speaker line-up will provide 
you with relevant 
management 
information for your 
facility. For program 
information, visit 
wdmc.org. Early bird 
registration rates are 
available until Feb 1.

Winter Resources
CDQAP has you covered!
The first four months of California’s “Water 
Year” were favorable, with most of the 
state having at least two thirds of average 
to above average rainfall. With welcome 
rains, however, invariably come challenges. 
CDQAP offers several resources to help 
address winter-time challenge areas with 
practical, cost-effective tips and support 
materials. This month’s newsletter provides 
a “to-do” checklist for times of anticipated 
heavy rains or potential flooding. Additional 
resources include: 
• It’s time to winterize! Tips for tending 

to manure, gutters, nutrient management 
records, and required pond photos.

• Managing Mud on Dairies Cost-effective 
mud prevention and response options. 

• Emergency Manure Management Plan        
Template for storing helpful emergency 
contact information. 

• Storm Water Sampling: A Quick 
Review Just in Case! Helpful review of 
emergency sampling.

• Flooding and Livestock Owners 
Summary of important highlights for 
responding to agricultural flooding.

• Coping with Flooding & Evacuation                         
Dairy-specific detailed review for  
preparing, responding, and recovering 
from a flooding event.

• Emergency Flood Evacuation for Dairies                               
Reviewed by CDFA, this checklist covers 
all aspects of emergency evacuation.   
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